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Minutes (LPD 1357-1367) of a meeting of the London Production Divisional Committee 
held at 1100 on Saturday 10 March 2018 in Conference Room 1 at BECTU Head Office, 
373-377 Clapham Road, London SW9 9BT

1 Present
Ian Williams (Film Artistes Branch), Mark Thornton (Lighting Technicians Branch), Jon 
Howard  (Camera Department Branch), Tim Bertani (Camera Department Branch), Paula 
Lamont (Location Department Branch), Ann Fenton (Media Hair & Make Up Branch), Dan 
Roberts (Post Production & Facilities Branch), Sue Bennett  (Writers Producers & 
Directors Branch), Chester Yang (Writers Producers & Directors Branch)

Chair: Nick Ray (Certified Grips & Crane Technicians Branch)

Secretary: Tony Scott (Animation & New Media Branch)

Assistant Secretary & Vice Chair: Tim Potter (Camera Department Branch)

Assistant National Secretary: Paul Evans

2 Apologies
Mike Dick (Writers Producers & Directors Branch), Pascale Recher (Hair & Make-Up 
Branch), Peter McInerney (Film Artistes Branch). Brian Hinton (Film Artistes Branch), Roy 
Dawson (Props Branch)

3 Agenda
LPD letter 38 was submitted, and it was 

Agreed (LPD 1357) to endorse LPD letter 38: LPD Committee agenda version 1.1 for 
the meeting of 10 March 2018 with these additional items - death 
of Mark Millsome, tagging of membership database and incident 
taking place near Picturehouse picket line.

4 Minutes of previous meeting
LPD letter 37 was submitted, and it was 

Agreed (LPD 1358) to endorse LPD letter 37: LPD Committee minutes (LPD 1340-
1356) version 1.0 of the meeting held on 25 November 2017.

5 Industrial report
a) Feature film agreement – The ANS clarified that all productions within the scope of the 

agreement which commenced shooting before the introduction of the agreement on 2 
April 2018 would be excluded from the provisions of the agreement.

b) Independent television drama production – It was confirmed the agreement had 
commenced on 1 December 2017. Since the start of the agreement, a number of 
disagreements of interpretation of the agreement had occurred, eg the prep and wrap 
times for productions. It was pointed out in an ideal world agreements should not be 
open to differing interpretation. Following discussion, it was
Agreed (LPD 1359) that interpretations that were unacceptable should be challenged,

that the FAQ agreed in LPD/RPD 59 (“that a frequently asked 
questions page on the Independent Television Drama Production 
Agreement is posted on the BECTU website...”) should be used 
to provide definitive interpretations of the agreement, and that the
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wording of the agreement is amended to stop unacceptable 
interpretations in the upcoming annual review of the operation of 
the agreement.

c) APA Agreement – It was noted the APA do not currently negotiate directly with BECTU,
but do have agreements with the Grips & Crane Technicians and Lighting Technicians 
branches. However the APA itself was becoming concerned about productions being 
made outside of their structure, and that a meeting with the APA would be taking place 
shortly.

d) Outside Broadcasts Network –  A written report, dated 2 March 2018, from the official 
concerned with project was submitted, and after discussion on this and related 
subjects, it was
Agreed (LPD 1360) to thank the official concerned for the informative report.
Agreed (LPD 1361) to encourage the formation of further cross-branch projects.

e) BBC Drama Agreement – It was reported that the BBC had not been able to negotiate 
due to the time being taken up by the formation of BBC Studios, however it was hoped
that talks could start shortly.

6 Branch and membership reports
a) LPD membership statistics – annual statistics for LPD by branch for December 2015 to

to December 2017, monthly breakdown by division for 2015 to 2017, current members 
by division and the January and February 2018 LPD breakdown showing joiners and 
leavers by branch were submitted. During discussion it was reported the LPD total 
membership has exceeded 11,000 for the first time and it was
Agreed (LPD 1362) to note the latest LPD membership statistics.

b) LPD branch reports
Animation & New Media Branch – No report.
Camera Department Branch – A recent branch meeting was reported.
Certified Grips & Crane Technicians Branch – The recently held branch AGM was 
reported.
Film Artistes Branch – It was reported the branch was generally doing well despite 
current difficulties on the branch committee, problems with productions concerning the 
Film Artists PACT agreement and a number of members wishing to take the BECTU 
branch representatives course.
Hair & Make-Up Branch – Work on setting up a local grading system were reported.
Lighting Technicians Branch – The implications of the implementation of BS709 in all 
areas was reported.
Location Department Branch – Difficulties in organising branch committee meetings 
due to ongoing workload, arranging a gender pay gap survey, and the movement of 
runners into the branch were reported. In connection with LPD 1343 ("to refer the 
branch concerns on location security to Helen Ryan, who is drafting a BECTU-wide 
policy concerning child protection") it was reported that Helen will shortly be publishing
a draft BECTU policy.
Post Production & Facilities Branch – The current series of talks organised by the 
branch, the transfer of sound post production categories (from the Sound Branch) into 
the branch, and the organisation, in conjunction with the Visual Effects Branch, of a 
Soho Festival, where reported. 
Writers Producers & Directors Branch – Work for the next Freelancers Fair, scheduled 
for 27 April 2018, is continuing, and debate on video on demand, and how it relates to 
such companies as Amazon, were reported.
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7 Rate cards
It was reported that LPD 1344-1347, all agreed at the last meeting, had not been 
implemented, despite an reminder email from the Secretary to all of the committee. There 
followed an extended discussion on the way forward on the setting and proposing to PACT
rate cards covering all categories involved in the feature film and independent television 
production agreements. It was then 

Agreed (LPD 1363) that each LPD branch, covered by the feature film and 
independent television production agreements, produces its own 
ratecard before May 2018 by emailing the results to the LPD 
mailing list.

8 Accuracy of branch records
The ANS reported that he was nearly there populating the membership database with 
information concerning LPD branch committee members, representatives and officers.

9 Prospect Union Week
It was reported the next Prospect Union Week will be held 4-10 November 2018 with the 
overall theme of bullying.

10 Annual Members’ Forum 2018
It was reported 70-80 members had attended this event.

11 Division appropriate for National Film & Television Archives Branch
Awaiting feedback from the SEC concerning LPD 1351.

12 Proposed branch name change from Chaperone Branch to 
Professional Chaperones & Tutors Branch
Following discussion, it was

Agreed (LPD 1364) to recommend to the BECTU SEC that the Chaperone Branch is 
renamed to Professional Chaperones & Tutors Branch.

13 Death of Mark Millsome
It was reported that it was understood a report on the accident had been given to the 
production company involved.

14 Tagging of membership database
Discussion took place regarding the tagging of individual records in the membership 
database in order to capture members’ interests. It was pointed out that a taxonomy would 
be required for the tags, to restrict the tags to a number of standard tags, that this may be 
possible using the current database by using fields not designed for tagging, and that a 
customer relations management database would be more applicable to encompass 
current union requirements. Following further discussion, it was

Agreed (LPD 1365) the ANS to research the practicalities of tagging membership 
records, and report back to the next meeting.

15 Incident taking place near Picturehouse picket line
An incident that took place near the Picturehouse picket line was reported by the Locations
Department Branch representative. A written report has been sent centrally to BECTU and 
Prospect, and further developments are awaited.

lpd-com-mins-20180310-v10.odt

3 of 4



LPD Committee minutes (LPD 1357-1367) 10 March 2018 version 1.0 ► LPD letter 39

16 Reports
a) SEC – The BECTU SEC minutes for 26 November 2017 (SEC 11477-11512) were 

submitted, and following discussion, it was
Agreed (LPD 1366) to note the BECTU SEC minutes for 26 November 2017 (SEC 

11477-11512).
It was noted that feedback from the BECTU SEC was awaited concerning LPD 1354 
(proposed amendments to LPD By-laws).

b) Communications – It was reported there had been no Communications Committee 
meeting since the last LPD Committee meeting.

c) Divisional – It was reported the BBC and the IB Divisional Committee had taken place,
although the Secretary had been unable to attend either meeting.

d) Equality – No report.
e) Health and safety – It was reported a meeting of the NHSC had taken place recently, 

although no LPD representatives had been able to attend.
f) Training – It was reported the current strategy was nearing completion.
g) Film Policy Committee – No report.
h) Young Members Forum – No report.
i) Copyright Committee – Awaiting feedback concerning LPD 1356 (lending rights).
j) Training Sub-Committee – It was

Agreed (LPD 1367) to drop this item.

17 Dates of future meetings
(All LPD Committee meetings on Saturday at 1100) [25 March 2018 BECTU SEC], 19 
May 2018 (followed by joint LPD/RPD meeting), [3-6 June 2018 Prospect National 
Conference], 16 June 2018, [1 July 2018 BECTU SEC], [2 September 2018 BECTU SEC],
24 November 2018 (followed by joint LPD/RPD meeting), [25 November 2018 BECTU 
SEC]

Tony Scott
tonyscott.org.uk

LPD Committee Secretary
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